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The Office Action of October 21, 2004 has required an election of one of four identified 
species to which claims are to be restricted for prosecution on their merits. This requirement is 
respectfully traversed for the following reasons. 

The species listed in the OflFice Action as being patentably distinct have each been identified 
by a particular drawing figure. Species A has been linked to Fig. 1 5, species B has been linked to 
Fig. 1 9, species C has been linked to Fig. 21 , and species D has been linked to Fig. 24. However, 
contrary to the implication in the Office Action, these figures in total do not correspond to all the 
pending claims. Thus applicant effectively, and it is submitted, inappropriately, has been precluded 
the right to elect a set of originally presented claims that are reiadable on figures not within the so- 
called species options set out in the Office Action. For this reason, the requirement is traversed and 
withdrawal thereof solicited. 

In addition, it is submitted that the particular figures identified in the Office Action do not 
correspond to the four embodiments disclosed in the specification and drawings. For this reason, 
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also, the requirement is traversed and withdrawal of the requirement solicited. Description of the 
first disclosed embodiment begins at page 8 of the specification and is directed to subject matter 
illustrated by Figs. 1-13. Several claims are readable on these figures. As can be seen fi-om the 
paragraph above, these drawing figures have not been associated with an identified species. The 
other disclosed embodiments, described more fully below, begin at page 1 8 of the specification, at 
page 24 of the specification and at 26 of the specification, respectively. 

For the purpose of complying with the requirement for election of species as presented in 
the OflBce Action, and only for this purpose, applicant hereby elects, with traverse, Species A (Fig. 
15), upon which claims 5, 6, 18, 19 and 20 are readable for prosecution on their merits. 

If the Examiner, nevertheless, is of the belief that a requirement for election of species is 
appropriate, it is submitted that it is reasonable to identify the species in accordance with the four 
embodiments disclosed. These embodiments, with drawing figures and claims readable thereon are 
listed below. 

First embodiment: Figs. 1-13; claims 1 through 4 and 10 through 17. 

Second embodiment: Figs. 14-18; claims 5 through 7 and 18 through 24. 

Third embodiment: Figs. 19-22; claims 8, 9, 25 and 26. 

Fourth embodiment: Figs. 23-28; claims 27 through 78. 

If the current requirement of record is withdrawn and a new requirement made in 
accordance with the disclosed embodiments identified above, applicant hereby elects the first 
embodiment (Figs. 1-13) upon which claims 1 through 4 and 10 through 17 are readable, for 
prosecution on their merits. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby 
made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
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extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
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account. 
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